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What is JOSM?

● JOSM is the Java for OpenStreetMap (OSM) editor. 
● The JOSM software is written in Java. It will work 

on your computer provided you have a recent 
version of Java installed (>= Java 8)

● It is distributed as a JAR (Java Archive) file
● It is very frequently updated. 
● JOSM sounds like “Jo-SOME” (as in the name 

Josh and then ‘some’ or ‘sum’)
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You will need a valid OpenStreetMap 
account to use JOSM. This will be 

required when you start JOSM for the 
first time. 



COST Action Summer School, Coimbra, PT,  June 2019

JOSM can be a little bit scary and 
complicated for beginners
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Starting up JOSM

● JOSM is just a single file on 
your computer (see above)

● So we need to run this Java JAR 
file. 

● This is performed in different 
ways on different operating 
systems. 

● But we can use the command 
prompt in any O/S
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Open the command prompt in the folder where 
you downloaded the JAR file for JOSM

Then run the command   java jar josmtested.jar 

(please replace with correct filename as per your download)
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You can also use “Areas around 
places” to search for a location!
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Adding a node – go to your location
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Add a node – make sure to choose a 
correct tag!
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JOSM Tag Presets
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If we are finished – we can upload to OSM – you should 
provide some comments on your changes/new data
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What is a Changeset?
● A CHANGESET in OSM is a logical grouping of edits by a 

user. 
● Suppose you create 6 nodes and 4 ways. You provide 

tags for these objects. Suppose you edit the tags on 2 
nodes. Then you upload to OSM. 

● The editor software you are using will upload these 
changes as a group. When they are entered into the OSM 
database they will be attached to a CHANGESET which 
will describe the changes you have made. 

● You don’t need to worry about Changesets – but you 
should be aware that they are a method for tracking the 
edits and uploads of ALL users. 
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My very simple edit (one new node) 
in a Changeset
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We can see information about the 
node on the OSM website
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Editing a Node
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Click on the node you wish to edit 
(tags for example)
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Using PRESETS to edit tags
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Making Buildings SQUARE

PRESS  the Q key
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Remember – JOSM is an offline 
editor. 

● This is very important. 
● All of your edits happen OFFLINE. 
● Press the UPLOAD button to submit your edits 

to OSM database
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Using Field Papers



COST Action Summer School, Coimbra, PT,  June 2019

Edit->Preferences-Plugins
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Plugins: Click ‘Download’ then search 
for ‘Field Papers’
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The LearnOSM website has a very good 
guide to using FieldPapers in JOSM
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Copy the specific URL from the Field 
Papers website for this ‘atlas’
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JOSM will load the Field Paper, in the 
correct position. You can start editing
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Make sure you do not obscure the ‘dots’ 
and the QR Code. Otherwise JOSM will not 

be able to orientate the paper
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